
HABITAT IS HOME PREVISIT MATERIAL  

 This program is designed to teach students about the importance of various habitats to both mankind 

and wildlife.  They will learn that in order to survive in a habitat, all animals have certain needs: food, water, 

shelter, and space.  The students will explore various habitats near the nature center and observe plants and 

animals in their natural environment.  Please use the following material to help prepare your class for their visit. 

VOCABULARY: 

Adaptation – a behavior, physical feature, or other characteristic that helps an animal survive in and 

make the most of a habitat. 

Habitat – the place where an animal lives.  This place must provide food, water, shelter, and space. 

Predator – an animal that hunts and eats other animals. Examples are owls, fox, praying mantis, and 

crayfish. 

Prey – an animal that is hunted for food.  Examples are grasshopper, mouse, and rabbit. 

Shelter – a place that provides protection from the weather and/or danger.  Examples of shelter are an 

underground burrow, a rock pile, and a hollow tree. 

Space – enough area for an animal to find all its needs (food, shelter, water), as well as a place to raise 

young. 

Wildlife – animals that live free and take care of themselves. 

ACTIVITIES: 

 All Eyes on Nature 

Copy the activity sheet for each student.  Follow directions at the top of the page and display schoolyard 

drawings of plants and animals on a bulletin board. 

 Everybody Needs a Home 

Follow directions on the activity sheet.  Discuss the basic needs of wildlife in a habitat: food, water, shelter, and 

space.  Stress that a habitat is an animal’s home, but not simply its shelter. 

 Habitat Diorama 

Divide the class into small groups and have each group choose a different habitat.  Some suggested habitats 

are the ocean, wetland, tropical rainforest, grassland, coniferous forest, or a pond.  Have each group create a 

habitat diorama, using shoeboxes and pictures depicting appropriate wildlife for that habitat.  Add natural 

objects, such as sand, stones, twigs, shells, etc. to the box.  Display the habitat dioramas in the classroom. 

 Plant a Tree or Shrub for Wildlife 

Obtain permission to plant a tree in your schoolyard.  Allow the students to help choose what type of tree to 

plant.  You may want to honor a special person at your tree planting ceremony. 

SUGGESTED READING: 

 The Lorax by Dr. Seuss 

 Just a Dream by Chris Van Allsburg 

TEACHER INFORMATION: 

 Further information and activities on habitat may be found at the following websites: 

  www.nwf.org/education/ 
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