
MINIBEAST POSTVISIT MATERIAL   

 

The naturalist staff suggests the following activities to reinforce and further the study of minibeasts with your 

students: 

 

 Insect, Crustacean, or Arachnid? 

 

Make a copy for each student.  Follow the instructions on the page.  Answers: 1. Centipede, 2.grasshopper-

insect; 3. Butterfly-insect; 4.tick-arachnid; 6.crab-crustacean; 7. Spider-arachnid; 8. Crayfish-crustacean; 9. 

Millipede; 10. Caterpillar-insect larva. 

 

 Disguised as Royalty 

 

Make copies of the illustration and background information for each student.  Viceroy and monarch butterflies 

are found in our area.  Using a color field guide for accurate coloration, have each student color the page.  Use 

this activity as a springboard for each student to research their own different minibeast.  Creatures should 

include insects, arachnids, crustaceans, and others we discussed.  They may want to study creatures not 

found in our area, such as the morpho butterfly, leaf cutter ant, or tarantula from the tropical rain forest.  The 

coloring book, Stat Exploring Insects, by George S. Glenn, Jr. is an excellent resource book, and provides 

illustrations for many interesting insects, including the enclosed activity sheet. 

 

 Minibeast Gallery Walk 

 

Preparations: Make copies of the poster parameters and Minibeast list for each student.  Have poster board 

available for each student. Gather magazines that students can use to cut out pictures of their species.  Past 

issues of National Wildlife, International Wildlife, Natural History, Audubon, Ranger Rick, and National 

Geographic are all good sources.  CD-ROMS and the internet may also have information and pictures students 

can download. If your school has a computer lab with these resources, you may want to set up a time for your 

group to use the lab for their research. 

Allow students to choose an animal from the list that they would like to research.  Each student will need to 

research his or her animal and then create a poster designed to teach others about it.  Review the poster 

parameters and emphasize what the students should be trying to find out about their species-this is the kind of 

information they should include on their poster.  Hand out poster board and give students time to conduct 

research. 

 

When the students have finished their posters, use them to create a scavenger hunt.  Your hunt might include 

statements like the following: 

 Find one crustacean and name it. 

 Name two minibeasts that are active at night. 

 List two minibeasts that live in the forest. 

The statements will need to come from the students’ posters and should be designed to get students to read 

each other’s posters. You should also be sure to include statements that cover the full range of animals your 

students researched.  Next hang the posters where everyone can see them and hand out copies of your 

scavenger hunt clues to the group.  Explain that the students should “tour the gallery” reading each other’s 

posters to find the answers to the scavenger hunt sheets.  After the students have finished their scavenger 

hunt, review their answers as a group.  Adapted from Windows on the Wild: Biodiversity Basics, World Wildlife 

Fund 1999 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


