
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF MILL CREEK 
METROPARKS HELD MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2022. 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of Mill Creek MetroParks was held on Monday, 
September 13, 2022.  
 
The meeting opened at 6:00 p.m., with recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Lee Frey, Board President welcomed staff and guests.   
 
Roll Call was as follows:  
 
  Germaine Bennett;  Absent 
  Lee Frey;   Present  
  Tom Frost,   Present 
  Jeff Harvey;   Present  
  Paul Olivier;  Present after meeting started 
 
The Board was presented with the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 8, 2022.  Lee Frey accepted 
the minutes into the record as written.   
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer presented the Department Report for Finance and requested 
that disbursements #87735 - #88049 for a total of $1,271,657.49 be approved. Lee Frey moved, at the 
request of the Finance Director, the funds having been certified as on hand and duly appropriated, that 
disbursements #87735 - #88049 for a total of $1,271,657.49. The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey 
after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Frey, Frost, Harvey 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer requested to increase appropriations to account 100-1100-5042 
Golf Operations Merchandise by $12,089 and $1,000 to account 100-1100-5073 Supplies.  This is the 
remainder of the reimbursement from insurance for the golf break-in.  Lee Frey moved, at the request of 
the Finance Director, to increase appropriations to account 100-1100-5042 Golf Operations Merchandise 
by $12,089 and $1,000 to account 100-1100-5073 Supplies.  The motion was seconded by Tom Frost 
after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Frey, Frost, Harvey 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer requested approval of Resolution R-22-10 Accepting the 
amounts and rates as determined by the Budget Commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies 
and certifying them to the County Auditor.  Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Finance Director, to 
approve Resolution R-22-10 Accepting the amounts and rates as determined by the Budget Commission 
and authorizing the necessary tax levies and certifying them to the County Auditor.  The motion was 
seconded by Jeff Harvey after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as 
follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Frey, Frost, Harvey 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



Aaron Young, Executive Director shared a copy of an article about the MetroParks Foundation Partners in 
the Park Program that was featured in the Ohio Parks and Recreation Association Magazine.  Aaron 
thanked Chris and Jaime for their work on this article. 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director identified that there is a conflict with members of the Board for the 
October Meeting that is currently scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, 2022.  An alternate date of 
Monday, October 17, 2022 has been identified. 
 
Paul Olivier joined the meeting at this point within the agenda at approximately 6:07 pm. 
 
Nick Derico, Natural Resource Steward acknowledged Gabe Dearing with Troop 9002 for his eagle scout 
project that resulted in a new bench being installed along the MetroParks Farm Disc Golf Course.  The 
Board thanked Gabe for his work.  Gabled thanked the group. 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director presented the bid award recommendation for the Garden Café and 
Catering Lease.  There was only one bid submitted.  Aaron recommended that Rydar Group LLC, d.b.a. 
Kravitz Delicatessen be awarded the bid.  Rydar Group LLC purchased Kravitz Delicatessen in 2022 and 
have been operating it since.  Lee Frey moved, at the recommendation of the Executive Director to award 
the bid for the Garden Café and Catering Lease to Rydar Group LLC, d.b.a. Kravitz Delicatessen at a 
grand total amount of $154,050.  The motion was seconded by Tom Frost after discussion, the roll being 
called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Justin Rogers, Director of Planning & Operations requested approval of Resolution R-22-11 Authorizing 
participation in the ODOT Municipal Bridge Inspection Program.  The MetroParks has 18 bridges within 
the park and are all under ODOT’s jurisdiction.  Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Planning & 
Operations Director, to approve Resolution R-22-11 Authorizing participation in the ODOT Municipal 
Bridge Inspection Program.  The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier after discussion, the roll being 
called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Justin Rogers, Director of Planning & Operations presented the bid award recommendation for the 2022 
Drive Resurfacing (West Park Drive) Project.  Justin recommended that the bid be awarded to Lindy 
Paving in a grand total amount bid of $176,998.00.  Lee Frey moved, at the recommendation of the 
Director of Planning & Operations to award the bid for the 2022 Drive Resurfacing (West Park Drive) 
Project to Lindy Paving in a grand total amount bid of $176,998.00.  The motion was seconded by Jeff 
Harvey after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Brian Tolnar, PGA Director of Golf & Recreation presented the Holy Family Run-Walk Race on Saturday, 
November 5, 2022 for approval. Lee Frey moved, at the recommendation of PGA Director of Golf and 
Recreation that the Holy Family Run-Walk Race on Saturday, November 5, 2022 be approved.  The 
motion was seconded by Tom Frost after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote 
resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Lee Frey, President presented a change to the Board By-laws related to the annual review schedule for 
the Executive Director.  The proposed change is as outlined below: 
 
Current By-Law Language: 

 
SECTION I - BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
 

f.  Pursuant to its authority in ORC Chapter 1545, the functions of the Board shall include: 
 

3. To select and evaluate an Executive Director to manage the day to day activities of the Park 
subject to direction by the Board. The evaluation shall take place in June and December of 
each year the Executive Director is employed. 

 
Proposed By-Law Language: 
 
SECTION I - BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
 



f.  Pursuant to its authority in ORC Chapter 1545, the functions of the Board shall include: 
 

3. To select and evaluate an Executive Director to manage the day to day activities of the Park 
subject to direction by the Board. The evaluation shall take place in June and December of 
each year the Executive Director is employed. 

 
Lee Frey moved to accept the change as presented. The motion was seconded by Tom Frost, after 
discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Chris Litton, Development Director shared the MetroParks Foundation deposit report for the period of 
August 1-31, 2022 at a total of $20,649.43.   Lee Frey moved to accept the deposit report for the period of 
August 1-31, 2022 as presented. The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier, after discussion, the roll 
being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Public Comments to the Board: (see sign-in sheet) 

• Michael Kerensky Canfield HS Golf Coach wanted to thank the Golf Course staff for the work that 
they do.  Brian Tolnar, Stacie Butler and Lance Bailey do an exemplary job at maintaining the 
Golf Course and supporting the golfers, particularly the youth golfers. Michael wanted to let the 
MetroParks Board know about the work of their team at the course.  The course is in great shape 
and with the play that it received is a wonderful thing.  They team makes the course a gem of the 
MetroParks. 

• Tom D’Amico Loves the MetroParks golf course.  Tom is a realtor and walked, ran and paddled 
every part of the Park.  Tom is concerned about the condition of Lake Newport.  He believes that 
Lake Newport is a “dead” lake.  He would like to see something done with the Lake.  Tom 
approached the City of Youngstown about using some of the $81 million American Rescue Funds 
to begin the consent decree regarding the storm sewer system, but to no avail.  He would like to 
see the MetroParks approach the City about doing the same. 

 
Commissioners Comments: 

• Tom thanked Mike and Tom for their comments. 
• Jeff shared that he visited the Park on Saturday and stated that Fellows was packed with 

weddings getting their photos taken.  Trash was all picked up and the Park looked great. 
• Lee thanked Brian and his team for their work at the Course.   

 
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 11, 2022, at 6:00 p.m., at McMahon Hall. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at approximately 6:36 p.m. 
 
 
             
Presiding Officer     Secretary 


