
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF MILL CREEK 
METROPARKS HELD MONDAY, JUNE 12, 2023 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of Mill Creek MetroParks was held on Monday, 
June 12, 2023.  
 
The meeting opened at 6:00 p.m., with recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Lee Frey, Board President welcomed staff and guests.  
 
Roll Call was as follows: 
 
  Germaine Bennett;  Present 
  Lee Frey;   Present  
  Tom Frost,   Present 
  Jeff Harvey;   Present 
  Paul Olivier;  Present 
 
The Board was presented with the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 8, 2023.  Lee Frey accepted 
the minutes into the record as written.   
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer presented the Department Report for Finance and requested 
that disbursements #89730 - #89973 for a total of $924,619.79 be approved. Lee Frey moved, at the 
request of the Finance Director, the funds having been certified as on hand and duly appropriated, that 
disbursements #89730 - #89973 for a total of $924,619.79. The motion was seconded by Tom Frost after 
discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer requested to increase appropriations to account 100-3303-5097 
Annual Road Capital Improvements by $28,252.96.  This is money saved from previous work on 
construction projects and would be used for necessary drive improvements. Lee Frey moved, at the 
request of the Finance Director, to increase appropriations to account 100-3303-5097 Annual Road 
Capital Improvements by $28,252.96.  The motion was seconded by Germaine Bennett after discussion, 
the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director thanked everyone for attending the grand opening of Springfield Forest 
and urged anyone who has not yet visited the new facility to do so. 
 
Aaron Young also shared that The Ford Nature Center (FNC) has recently won several revitalization and 
historic preservation awards.  FNC has won the Community Revitalization Award from the Mahoning 
Valley Historical Society and a preservation award from the Cleveland Restoration Society.  Aaron and 
Justin Rogers will be attending both award ceremonies on behalf of Mill Creek MetroParks. 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director on behalf of Justin Rogers, Planning & Operations Director presented 
the bid award recommendation for Hawkins Marsh Improvements for approval. It is recommended that 
Foust Construction, Inc. be awarded the contract for the project named Hawkins Marsh Improvements at 
the grand total bid amount of $85,451.00.  Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Planning & Operations 
Director, to award the bid to Foust Construction, Inc. for the project named Hawkins Marsh Improvements 
at the grand total bid amount of $85,451.00.  The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey after discussion 
regarding Ohio’s public bidding requirements, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as 
follows: 



 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier   

Voting Nay:   None 
 
Chris Litton, Development Director presented the MetroParks Foundation deposit report for the period of 
May 1-31, 2023, at a total of $8,358.00.   Lee Frey moved at the request of the Director of Development 
to accept the deposit report for the period of May 1-31, 2023, at a total of $8,358.00.  The motion was 
seconded by Tom Frost, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as 
follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Public Comments to the Board: (see sign-in sheet)  

• Mike Drabison declined to comment after signing in. 
• Jimmy Sutman and a visitor named Scotty spoke on behalf of Gabba Camp which is currently 

being built in Coitsville Township.  The camp is for adults with disabilities and mental challenges.  
They were hoping to use the former pond and accessible dock at the McGuffey Wildlife Area for 
their proposed activities.  They would like to see MCMP restore the pond and dock and/or partner 
with ODNR on the same type of activities.  Jimmy provided the Board with a copy of a the 
following letter dated April 2, 2023: 
 

 



• Jeff Crossman did not sign in but asked to speak.  Jeff asked to hear more information on the 
deer management program and if anything had changed.  Lee suggested he visit the MCMP 
website. 

 
Commissioners Comments: 

• Lee suggested that people go to the MCMP website to see any update on the deer management 
plan.  Lee also provided the following written statement for the record regarding trees: 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 10, 2023, at 6:00 p.m., in McMahon Hall at the 
MetroParks Farm. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at approximately 6:14 p.m. 
 
 
             
Presiding Officer     Secretary 


