
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF MILL CREEK 
METROPARKS  

 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of Mill Creek MetroParks was held on Monday, 
January 13, 2025.  
 
The meeting opened at 5:00 p.m., with recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Germaine Bennett, Board Vice-President welcomed staff and guests.   
 
Roll Call was as follows: 
 
  Germaine Bennett;  Present 
  Lee Frey;   Absent  
  Tom Frost,   Absent 
  Jeff Harvey;   Present 
  Paul Olivier;  Present 
 
Germaine Bennett turned control of the meeting over to Aaron Young, Executive Director.  Aaron opened 
the floor up for nominations for the position of President.  Jeff Harvey nominated Germaine Bennett for 
President.  The nomination was seconded by Paul Olivier and after discussion including no additional 
nominations, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 
Voting Aye:  Bennet, Harvey, Olivier 

  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director turned control of the meeting over to Germaine Bennett, Board 
President. 
 
Germaine Bennett opened the floor for nominations for Vice President.  Jeff Harvey nominated Paul 
Olivier as Vice-President.  The nomination was seconded by Germaine Bennett and after discussion 
including no additional nominations, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennet, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
The Board was presented with the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 9, 2024.  Germaine 
accepted the minutes into the record as written. 
 
Nick Morchak, Finance Director/Treasurer presented the Department Report for Finance and requested 
that disbursements #94361 - #94513 for a total of $1,153,234.62, be approved. Germaine Bennett 
moved, at the request of the Finance Director, that the funds having been certified as on hand and duly 
appropriated, that disbursements #94361 - #94513 for a total of $1,153,234.62, be approved. The motion 
was seconded by Paul Olivier and after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote 
resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Austin Brooks, Staff Accountant presented the 2024 fourth quarter credit card report.  No Board action 
was needed.  Germaine Bennett thanked Austin for the report. 
 
 



 
 



 
 
Germaine Bennett moved to exit regular session and go into executive session at 5:05 pm for the 
purpose of considering the appointment, employment, discipline, or compensation of public employees. 
The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey and after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the 
vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennet, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Germaine Bennett moved to exit executive session and return to regular session at 5:28 pm.  The motion 
was seconded by Paul Olivier and after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote 
resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennet, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director introduced Joe Tucker, Operations Manager.  Joe takes over for Randy 
Malleske who retired. Jason Brown, Operations Supervisor takes over for Joe Tucker at Fellows Riverside 
Gardens. 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director recommended that Cynthia Wollet, CPA be reappointed to the 
MetroParks Foundation for a three-year term expiring on 02-28-28. Germaine Bennett moved, at the 
request of the Executive Director, that Cynthia Wollet, CPA be reappointed to the MetroParks Foundation 



for a three-year term expiring on 02-28-28. The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey and after 
discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 
Voting Aye:  Bennett, Harvey, Olivier 

  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Jaime Yohman, Community Engagement Director provided a report on the status of the 2024 community 
engagement efforts inclusive of education programs and events to facility rentals. 
 

 



 
 
 



 
 
Justin Rogers, Director of Planning & Operations provided a presentation on the planned 2025 Capital 
Improvements.  The presentation will be uploaded to the MetroParks website for anyone to view. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Randy Campana, Chief of Police provided a report on the Law Enforcement Trust Fund.  No Board action 
was required. 
 

 
 
Nick Morchak Finance Director/Treasurer presented and requested that the 2025 Permanent Budget with 
total carryover & estimated revenues of $22,276,674.94 be approved. Germaine Bennett moved, at the 
request of the Finance Director, that the 2025 Permanent Budget, with total carryover & estimated 
revenues of $22,276,674.94 be approved. The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier and after discussion, 
the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director presented and requested that the following special events be approved; 

1. The Youngstown Flea/ Market for Makers Father’s Day Edition on 06-15-25 @ Wick Rec. Area 
2. Mill Creek Distance Classic Marathon on 03-23-25 @ Wick Rec. Area 

Germaine Bennett moved, at the request of the Executive Director, that special events be approved. The 
motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote 
resulted as follows: 

 
Voting Aye:  Bennett, Harvey, Olivier 

  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Chris Litton, Development Director presented the MetroParks Foundation deposit report for the period of 
December 1-31, 2024, at a total of $10,994.30 for approval.   Germaine Bennett moved at the request of 
the Director of Development to accept the deposit report for the period of December 1-31, 2024, at a total 
of $10,994.30.  The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier, after discussion, the roll being called upon its 
adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Chris Litton, Development Director presented and requested approval of Resolution R-25-01 
Acknowledgement of Grants, Donations, or Trusts for the period of October 1, 2024 through December 
31, 2024.   Germaine Bennett moved at the request of the Director of Development to approve Resolution 
R-25-01 Acknowledgement of Grants, Donations, or Trusts for the period of October 1, 2024 through 
December 31, 2024.  The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey, after discussion, the roll being called 
upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 
Public Comments to the Board: (see sign-in sheet) 

• Catherine Doslovic read a prepared statement about a several recent accounts of firefighters 
rescuing deer that have fallen through the ice on various waterbodies.  She stated that this is in 
stark contrast to Mill Creek MetroParks. 

• Jerry Serbel stated that he is a resident of Youngstown.  He loves the Park but is afraid to go 
through the Park.  He referenced recent articles quoting him.  He read a prepared statement 
about Volney Rogers and the wildlife within the Park.  The Park helped him heal. 

• Christine Flak directed the Board’s attention to the scheduling of the executive session.  She 
inquired about the need for the Vickers Nature Preserve Facility.  The Board recommended that 
Christine talk with Justin Rogers, Director of Planning & Operations.  She questioned if the Board 
has a policy on attendance. 

• Mickey Drabison signed in but declined to speak. 
 

Commissioner Comments: 
• Jeff read a prepared statement on his watching of OSU’s symposium on white-tailed deer. 

 



 
 



 
 
 

• Paul commented that we may need to consider potential supply chain issues related to the fires in 
California. 

 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 10, 2024, at 5:00 p.m., in McMahon Hall located at 
the MetroParks Farm. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:14 p.m.  There was a 
motion to adjourn 
 
 
 
             
Presiding Officer     Secretary 


