MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF MILL CREEK
METROPARKS

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of Mill Creek MetroParks was held on Monday,
June 9, 2025.

The meeting opened at 5:00 p.m., with a recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance.
Germaine Bennett, Board President welcomed staff and guests.

Roll Call was as follows:

Germaine Bennett; Present
Lee Frey; Present
Tom Frost, Present
Jeff Harvey; Absent
Paul Olivier; Present

The Board was presented with the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 12, 2025. Germaine accepted
the minutes into the record as written.

Nick Morchak, Finance Director/Treasurer presented the Department Report for Finance and requested
that disbursements #95299 - #95513 for a total of $723,001.32, be approved. Germaine Bennett moved,
at the request of the Finance Director, that the funds having been certified as on hand and duly
appropriated, that disbursements #95299 - #95513 for a total of $723,001.32, be approved as presented.
The motion was seconded by Tom Frost and after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the
vote resulted as follows:

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Olivier
Voting Nay: None

Nick Morchak, Finance Director/Treasurer requested to increase appropriations to account
100.2203.5097 Fellows Riverside Gardens Davis Center Capital Improvements by $325,067.82. This was
money received from an insurance claim resulting from the damage incurred in the lower levels of the
Davis Center. Germaine Bennett moved, at the request of the Finance Director, to increase
appropriations to account 100.2203.5097 Fellows Riverside Gardens Davis Center Capital Improvements
by $325,067.82, as presented. The motion was seconded by Lee Frey and after discussion, the roll being
called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows:

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Olivier
Voting Nay: None

Aaron Young, Executive Director, provided an update on the status of several bills that were introduced in
the Ohio House of Representatives and being considered in the Senate that would have a direct effect on
the MetroParks. According to the Ohio Parks and Recreation Association, various provisions involving
eminent domain, levies and the authority of county budget commissions are all being considered. Aaron
will continue to provide updates as they are received.

Justin Rogers, Director of Planning & Operations, presented Resolution R-25-06 Authorizing the
Executive Director to apply for ODNR NatureWorks Program Funds, for approval. The funds are intended
to be used on restroom replacements. Germaine Bennett moved at the request of the Director of
Planning & Operations that Resolution R-25-06 Authorizing the Executive Director to apply for ODNR
NatureWorks Program Funds be approved as presented. The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier and
after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows:

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Olivier



Voting Nay: None

R-25-06

Resolution Authorizing MetroParks Executive Director to Apply for NatureWorks Grant
Program Funds

WHEREAS, the State of Ohic through the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, administers
financial assistance for public recreation purposes, through the State of Ohio NatureWorks
grant program, and

WHEREAS, the Mill Creek MetroParks Board of Park Commissioners desires financial assistance
under the NatureWorks Grant Program.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mill Creek MetroParks Board of Park Commissioners
that the Board of Park Commissioners approves filing this application for financial assistance,
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the MetroParks Executive Director is hereby authorized and
directed to execute and file an application with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources and
to provide all information and documentation required to become eligible for possible funding
assistance, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Mill Creek MetroParks Board of Park Commissioners does agree
to obligate the funds required to satisfactorily complete the proposed project and become
eligible for reimbursement under the tgrms of the NatureWarks Grant Program.

This Resolution passed this i day of June 2025,

Germaine Bennett, Pr%‘;ident
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Paul Olivign Vice President

Jeff Harvey, Commissioner
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Randy Campana, Chief of Police presented the June 2025 Police Policy Updates for approval. Germaine
Bennett moved, at the request of the Chief of Police that the June 2025 Police Policy Updates be
approved as presented. The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier and after discussion, the roll being
called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows:

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Olivier
Voting Nay: None



Chris Litton, Development Director presented the MetroParks Foundation donation report for the period of
May 1-30, 2025, at a total of $126,320.72 for approval. Germaine Bennett moved at the request of the
Director of Development to accept the donation report for the period of May 1-30, 2025, at a total of
$126,320.72. The motion was seconded by Lee Frey, after discussion, the roll being called upon its
adoption, the vote resulted as follows:

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Olivier
Voting Nay: None

Public Comments to the Board: (see sign-in sheet)

e Dennis Sanchez addressed the Board and commented that it was hard to hear what the Board
was said. Dennis reviewed what happened at the last Board Meeting and the follow up site visit
to FRG. Dennis claims that his visit has resulted in various health problems. He is hiring an
investigator to look into the violations of his rights. He claimed he is hiring an attorney to look into
the issue. He is not going to sit back and do nothing.

e Jerry Serbel addressed the Board and requested that the MetroParks stop killing the deer. He is
questioning the sewage problem that is being addressed involving Price Road and wants to know
who to talk with.

e Janet Bernard addressed the Board and inquired how questions should be addressed. She
questioned policies and why they are changed and how they are communicated, as well as their
purpose. She requested that the Development Director provides a report on all assets in
possession of the Foundation. She complained that staff is disrespectful during meetings.

e Abby lvan addressed the Board and referenced the previous goose management plan and how it
affected the public. Abby referenced previous comments by prior Board members related to
public comment and how things are different now.

Commissioner Comments:
e Tom Frost identified that the Board does not get paid.

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 14, 2025, at 5:00 p.m., in McMahon Hall located at the
MetroParks Farm.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 5:27 p.m. There was a
motion to adjourn

Presiding Officer Secretary



