
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF MILL CREEK 
METROPARKS  

 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of Mill Creek MetroParks was held on Monday, 
July 14, 2025.  
 
The meeting opened at 5:00 p.m., with a recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Germaine Bennett, Board President welcomed staff and guests.   
 
Roll Call was as follows: 
 
  Germaine Bennett;  Present 
  Lee Frey;   Present  
  Tom Frost,   Present 
  Jeff Harvey;   Present 
  Paul Olivier;  Present 
 
The Board was presented with the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 9, 2025. Germaine accepted 
the minutes into the record as written. 
 
Nick Morchak, Finance Director/Treasurer presented the Department Report for Finance and requested 
that disbursements #95514 - #95805 for a total of $1,380,350.92, be approved. Germaine Bennett 
moved, at the request of the Finance Director, that the funds having been certified as on hand and duly 
appropriated, that disbursements #95514 - #95805 for a total of $1,380,350.92, be approved as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Tom Frost and after discussion, the roll being called upon its 
adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Nick Morchak, Finance Director/Treasurer requested to increase appropriations to account 
100.2203.5097 Fellows Riverside Gardens Davis Center Capital Improvements by $1,400.00. This was 
money received from an insurance claim resulting from damage incurred in the lower levels of the Davis 
Center.  Germaine Bennett moved, at the request of the Finance Director, to increase appropriations to 
account 100.2203.5097 Fellows Riverside Gardens Davis Center Capital Improvements by $1,400.00, as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Lee Frey and after discussion, the roll being called upon its 
adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Nick Morchak, Finance Director/Treasurer requested to increase appropriations to account 
100.2203.5097 Fellows Riverside Gardens Davis Center Capital Improvements by $20,150.00. This was 
money received from an insurance claim resulting from loss of rental income due to the damage incurred 
in the lower levels of the Davis Center.  Germaine Bennett moved, at the request of the Finance Director, 
to increase appropriations to account 100.2203.5097 Fellows Riverside Gardens Davis Center Capital 
Improvements by $20,150.00, as presented. The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier and after 
discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Nick Morchak, Finance Director/Treasurer requested to increase appropriations to account 
100.2103.5097 Fellows Riverside Gardens Site Improvements by $232,082.31. Bennett moved, at the 
request of the Finance Director, to increase appropriations to account 100.2103.5097 Fellows Riverside 



Gardens Site Improvements by $232,082.31, as presented. The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey 
and after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Nick Morchak, Finance Director/Treasurer requested to increase appropriations to account 
100.0010.5056 Administration Professional Services by $10,293.80. These were monies received 
because of a duplicate payment from the Mill Creek MetroParks Foundation for the Rose Garden 
Endowment that we need to reissue back to the Foundation.  Germaine Bennett moved, at the request of 
the Finance Director, to increase appropriations to account 100.0010.5056 Administration Professional 
Services by $10,293.80, as presented. The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier and after discussion, 
the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Nick Morchak, Finance Director/Treasurer presented the quarterly credit card report for the second 
quarter of 2025.  No Board action was needed. 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director, provided an update on the status of some of the 2025 Capital 
Improvement Projects.  A lot of the projects are already substantially completed including the paving of 
the MetroParks Farm Parking Lot and the MetroParks Bikeway Improvements.  Aaron also shared that 
the MetroParks received a plaque from the AJGA for 10 Years of hosting the AJGA.  Germaine thanked 
the Golf Department for their support of the AJGA tournament and the related economic impact of the 
tournament. 
 
Justin Rogers, Director of Planning & Operations, presented an update on the meso-predator 
management plan for George L. Fordyce Park and requested continuance of the active management 
techniques for the next five (5) years, for approval.  Germaine Bennett moved at the request of the 
Director of Planning & Operations to approve the management plan update as presented.  The motion 
was seconded by Paul Olivier and after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote 
resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Randy Campana, Chief of Police presented the July 2025 Police Policy Updates for approval.  Germaine 
Bennett moved, at the request of the Chief of Police that the July 2025 Police Policy Updates be 
approved as presented.  The motion was seconded by Tom Frost and after discussion, the roll being 
called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 
Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 

  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Brian Tolnar, PGA Director of Golf & Recreation, presented and requested that the following special 
events be approved; 

1. Panerathon on 08-24-25 in MCP  
2. Youngstown Peace Race on 10-12-25 in MCP 
3. Bikers, Books & Bowling Motorcycle Run on 09-07-25 in MCP 

Germaine Bennett moved, at the request of the PGA Director of Golf & Recreation, that the special 
events be approved. The motion was seconded by Lee Frey after discussion, the roll being called upon its 
adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 
Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 

  Voting Nay:   None 



 
Chris Litton, Development Director presented the MetroParks Foundation donation report for the period of 
June 1-30, 2025, at a total of $28,714.24 for approval.  Germaine Bennett moved at the request of the 
Director of Development to accept the donation report for the period of June 1-30, 2025, at a total of 
$28,714.24.  The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey, after discussion, the roll being called upon its 
adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Chris Litton, Development Director presented Resolution R-25-07 Acknowledgment of Grants, Donations 
or Trusts for the period of April -June 2025, for approval.  Germaine Bennett moved at the request of the 
Director of Development that Resolution R-25-07 Acknowledgment of Grants, Donations or Trusts for the 
period of April -June 2025, be approved.  The motion was seconded by Tom Frost, after discussion, the 
roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 

 



 
 
 
Public Comments to the Board: (see sign-in sheet) 

• Jim Cliff stated that he lives on Angeline Drive questioned the results of the deer count.  Justin 
Rogers shared that the information on recent counts is available on the website.  Jim commented 
on the previous hearings on deer counts within the MetroParks and comments made by Dennis 
Malloy regarding their validity.  Jim stated that he has not seen any deer around his home near 
the Hitchcock Woods area.  Jim commented that there is a lot of grass growing and that the 
browse line is down due to the lack of deer. 

• Lana Van Auker read a prepared statement on wildlife and her opposition to cruelty to animals. 
• Dennis Sanchez stated that the Board is disrespecting the public who is attending the meetings 

by addressing them as Mr. or Mrs.  He claims that an FBI agent is already assigned to his case.  
He stated that the MetroParks Police are the nicest group of people that he has met at the 
MetroParks. 

• Jerry Serbel stated that he is against the deer hunts and fears that someone is going to get hurt.  
He doesn’t believe that the Parks should be open during the hunts.  He drove along Price Road 



and can’t see where the CSO project is being started.  He stated that the water quality in the 
MetroParks is terrible.  He is in support of hunting but not in the MetroParks. 

• Kathy Maine that the MetroParks needs to stop this nonsense related to the deer management.  
She claims that it is wrong for Aaron to be director of the Parks since he does not live in 
Mahoning County.  
 

Commissioner Comments: 
• Germaine shared that the Board is listening to the public comments and reiterated that 

Department Director business cards are available if anyone has any direct questions for the 
Directors on specific issues. 

• Tom Frost commented that the Bike Trail is in amazing condition and thanked the Staff.  He 
stated that if people are not seeing deer, then they should go to the bike trail.  Tom thanked the 
Staff for their work. 

 
Germaine Bennett moved to exit regular session and go into executive session at 5:43 pm to consider the 
appointment, employment, discipline, or compensation of public employees and the purchase or sale of 
property.  The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier, after discussion, the roll being called upon its 
adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Germaine Bennett moved to exit executive session and return to regular session at 6:43 pm.  The motion 
was seconded by Paul Olivier after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as 
follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Germaine Bennett moved to authorize the Executive Director to negotiate land acquisition opportunities in 
Austintown Township on behalf of the MetroParks.  The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier, after 
discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Germaine Bennett moved to authorize the Executive Director to negotiate land acquisition opportunities in 
Jackson Township on behalf of the MetroParks.  The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey, after 
discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
  Abstain: Frost 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 11, 2025, at 5:00 p.m., in McMahon Hall located at 
the MetroParks Farm. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:45 p.m.  There was a 
motion to adjourn 
 
 
 
             
Presiding Officer     Secretary 


