MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF MILL CREEK
METROPARKS

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of Mill Creek MetroParks was held on Monday,
August 11, 2025.

The meeting opened at 5:00 p.m., with a recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance.
Germaine Bennett, Board President welcomed staff and guests.

Roll Call was as follows:

Germaine Bennett; Present
Lee Frey; Present
Tom Frost, Present
Jeff Harvey; Present
Paul Olivier; Present

The Board was presented with the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of July 14, 2025. Germaine accepted
the minutes into the record as written.

Nick Morchak, Finance Director/Treasurer presented the Department Report for Finance and requested
that disbursements #95806 - #96024 for a total of $1,393,640.70, be approved. Germaine Bennett
moved, at the request of the Finance Director, that the funds having been certified as on hand and duly
appropriated, that disbursements #95806 - #96024 for a total of $1,393,640.70 be approved as
presented. The motion was seconded by Tom Frost and after discussion, the roll being called upon its
adoption, the vote resulted as follows:

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier
Voting Nay: None

Aaron Young, Executive Director, had nothing new to report as part of the Executive Director Report.

Aaron Young, Executive Director, presented an update on the cell tower proposal from
Cityswitch/Pyramid Network Services, LLC., in the area of Hitchcock Woods, south of E. Parkside Drive
and east of the Boardman Wastewater Treatment Plan. Aaron requested, if everyone is in agreement
with the concept, to authorize the Executive Director to continue to negotiate any necessary agreements
for the development of the proposed cell tower. Germaine Bennett moved at the request of the Executive
Director to authorize the Executive Director to negotiate any necessary agreements for the development
of the cell tower as requested. The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier and after discussion, the roll
being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows:

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier
Voting Nay: None

Aaron Young, Executive Director, recommended that Marla Peachock be appointed to the Education
Citizen’s Advisory Committee. Marla has successfully completed the application and background check.
Germaine Bennett moved at the request of the Executive Director to appoint Marla Peachock to the
education Citizens Advisory Committee, as requested. The motion was seconded by Lee Frey and after
discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows:

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier
Voting Nay: None

Justin Rogers, Director of Planning & Operations, presented a design services proposal from DPH
Architecture for professional architectural services for the Fellows Riverside Gardens Maintenance



Facility. The total cost of the proposal is for $84,000. Germaine Bennett moved at the request of the
Director of Planning & Operations to approve design services proposal as presented. The motion was
seconded by Tom Frost and after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as
follows:

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier
Voting Nay: None

Justin Rogers, Director of Planning & Operations presented Resolution R-25-08 Authorizing the
MetroParks Executive Director to apply for Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality (CMAQ) Grant Program
Funds, for approval. Germaine Bennett moved at the request of the Director of Planning & Operations
that Resolution R-25-08 Authorizing the MetroParks Executive Director to apply for Congestion
Mitigation/Air Quality (CMAQ) Grant Program Funds, be approved. The motion was seconded by Jeff
Harvey, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows:

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier
Voting Nay: None

R-25-08

Resolution Authorizing MetroParks Executive Director to Apply for Congestion Mitigation/Air
Quality (CMAQ) Grant Program Funds

WHEREAS, the United States Congress has set aside monies for Congestion Mitigation and Air
Quality (CMAQ) projects through the State of Ohio, Department of Transportation (ODOT) and
administered by the Eastgate Regional Council of Governments (Eastgate); and

WHEREAS, Local Public Agencies (LPAs) can apply for these monies and be selected for funding
by the Chio Association of Regional Councils (OARC), who has been charged with management
of a statewide CMAQ program by ODOT; and

WHEREAS, the project is a transportation activity eligible to receive federal CMAQ funding; and

WHEREAS, the Mill Creek MetroParks Board of Park Commissioners desires financial assistance
under the CMAQ Grant Program, and if requested funds are granted, Mill Creek MetroParks
shall be responsible for at least twenty (20%)} percent of the eligible costs.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mill Creek MetroParks Board of Park
Commissioners, that the Beard of Park Commissioners approves filing this application for
financial assistance; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to apply for Federal
Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality (CMAQ) Funds programmed by the Eastgate Regional Council
of Governments (Fastgate) and to provide all information and decumentation required to
become eligible for possible funding, assistance, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mill Creek MetroParks Board of Park Commissioners
acknowledges and understands the Federal Highway Administration 2025 CMAQ Guidance and
confirms to the best of its knowledge that the information contained in the project application
is accurate, that it intends to diligently pursue that project, and that a local share is required to
match federal funds, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Mill Creek MetroParks Board of Park Commissioners does agree
to obligate the funds required to satisfactorily complete the proposed project and become
eligible for reimbursement under the terms of the CMAQ Grant Program.
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Justin Rogers, Director of Planning & Operations presented Resolution R-25-09 Authorizing the
MetroParks Executive Director to apply for Municipal Bridge Program Funds, for approval. The
suspension bridge is the only bridge within the MetroParks that is eligible for this type of funding.
Germaine Bennett moved at the request of the Director of Planning & Operations that Resolution R-25-09
Authorizing the MetroParks Executive Director to apply for Municipal Bridge Program Funds, be
approved. The motion was seconded by Lee Frey, after discussion, the roll being called upon its
adoption, the vote resulted as follows:

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier
Voting Nay: None



R-25-09

Resolution Authorizing MetroParks Executive Director to Apply for Municipal Bridge Program
Funds

WHEREAS, the Municipal Bridge Program provides Federal funding for bridge replacement,
rehabilitations, and demolition projects through the State of Ohio, Department of
Transportation (ODOT); and

WHEREAS, Lacal Public Agencies (LPAs) can apply for these monies; and

WHEREAS, the project is a transportation activity eligible to receive federal Municipal Bridge
Program funding; and

WHEREAS, the Mill Creek MetroParks Board of Park Commissioners desires financial assistance
under the Municipal Bridge Program, and if requested funds are granted, Mill Creek MetroParks
shall be responsible for at least twenty (20%) percent of the eligible costs for preliminary
engineering activities and at least five (5%) percent of the eligible costs for construction and
construction inspection.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mill Creek MetroParks Board of Park
Commissioners, that the Board of Park Commissioners approves filing this application for
financial assistance; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Executive Director is hereby authorized to apply for Federal
Municipal Bridge Program Funds programmed by the Ohio Department of Transportation
(ODOT) and to provide all information and documentation required to become eligible for
possible funding, assistance, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mill Creek MetroParks Board of Park Commissioners
acknowledges and understands the Municipal Bridge Program guidance and confirms to the
best of its knowledge that the information contained in the project application is accurate, that
it intends to diligently pursue that project, and that a local share is required to match federal
funds, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Mill Creek MetroParks Board of Park Commissioners does agree
to obligate the funds required to satisfactorily complete the proposed project and hecome
eligible for reimbursement under the terms of the Municipal Bridge Program.
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Chris Litton, Development Director presented the MetroParks Foundation donation report for the period of
July 1-31, 2025, at a total of $9,375 for approval. Germaine Bennett moved at the request of the Director
of Development to accept the donation report for the period of July 1-31, 2025, at a total of $9,375. The
motion was seconded by Paul Olivier, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote
resulted as follows:

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier
Voting Nay: None

Chris recognized Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens for their support of the Children’s Garden Capital
Campaign and welcomed Denise Stewart, President of Friends of Fellows Riverside Gardens to present a
check for the proceeds generated through the recent Summer Garden Party held at the Gardens in the
amount of $20,651.69.

Public Comments to the Board: (see sign-in sheet)

e Germaine welcomed guests and reviewed the parameters in which public comment is to be
provided.

e Dennis “Chief Running Turtle” Sanchez of the NE Miami Indian Nation read from a prepared
statement and shared his disagreement with the deer management program. He stated that the
white man doesn’t respect any life. He claims that not addressing a speaker is an insult and
disrespect. He stated that God is our CEO. He questioned why there are not any fruit trees
within the Park.



o Ray Thomas stated that he has a public safety concern related to the users of electric bikes or
scooters who do not abide by the rules of the road. He believes it needs to be addressed.

e Kathy Doslovic read a prepared statement on behalf of her friend Mark Kirby. Mark loved all
wildlife within the Park. He never characterized any of the animals as nuisance animals and did
not want them killed. Mill Creek Park is intended to be a preserve for all the animals. She
questioned the need to kill the deer.

o Ed Runyan declined to comment as he thought the public comment sign in sheet was simply a
meeting attendance sign in sheet.

o Jerry Serbel stated that he used to love the Park and is now afraid to go into it. He counted 15
cars speeding down Bears Den road. He believes it is a disgrace what is happening in our Park.
Three years later he is still coming to meetings asking for help. He commented that not being
able to ask questions is terrible. Jerry asked if his name is being spelled correctly in the minutes.

e John Pierog ?stated that he is from Boardman and summarized in his words the initial reasons
behind the deer management program. He questioned the number of deer identified via the
surveys. He questioned the actual number of deer and believes that the Park made false
statements about the need to do the management which has led to the mistrust exhibited by
members of the public.

e Abby lvan questioned the need behind meso-predator management. She questioned APHIS
doing the raccoon trapping in their neighborhood. She believes the Park is a source of anxiety
that she tries to avoid.

e Mickey Drabison stated that he would repeat what had already been stated by others regarding
deer management and the numbers surveyed. He was surprised by the number of deer surveyed
by the most recent USDA survey. He believes the Park paid for just a number. He has seen
some good things going on in the Park but some bad things as well. He stated that the deer
belong to be there. He wanted to know why the record of his comments do not include his
reference to recent deer survey counts.

o Kathy Maine stated that she is here to tell the Board things that she is now unable to remember.
She questioned the most recent editorial in the Vindicator and has a rebuttal. She referenced
excitement from forthcoming holidays and believes it will be taken away due the deer
management program. The deer have not done anything. She questioned why Aaron will not
address her. She questioned why Germaine never commented prior to this meeting and is now
commenting.

Commissioner Comments:.
e None

Germaine Bennett moved to exit regular session and go into executive session at 5:40 pm to consider the
purchase or sale of property. The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier, after discussion, the roll being
called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows:

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier
Voting Nay: None

Germaine Bennett moved to exit executive session and return to regular session at 6:14 pm. The motion
was seconded by Lee Frey after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as
follows:

Voting Aye: Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier
Voting Nay: None

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 8, 2025, at 5:00 p.m., in McMahon Hall located at
the MetroParks Farm.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:15 p.m. There was a
motion to adjourn
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