
Canfield, Ohio 
February 12, 2018 

 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of Mill Creek MetroParks was held on Monday, 
February 12, 2018, at the MetroParks Farm. President Lee Frey welcomed guests and staff. 
 
Probate Judge Rusu was present to swear in new MetroParks Commissioner Jeff Harvey, with a term 
ending December 31, 2020. He also announced that he appointed Paul Olivier, who will be sworn in at a 
later date. 
 
The meeting opened at 6 p.m. with recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance. Roll Call was as follows: 
Germaine Bennett, present, Lee Frey, present; Tom Frost, present; Jeff Harvey present, and Paul Olivier 
absent. 
 
This being the second meeting of 2018, and their bonds having been duly provided, the election of 
officers in accordance with Section I-b of the By-Laws of the Board of Park Commissioners was 
commenced. Aaron Young, Secretary of the Board, acted as temporary chairman and asked for a motion 
for the election of officers for 2018. 
 
Tom Frost moved that Lee Frey be elected President for 2018. The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey 
and passed, and the vote taken resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey 
  Voting Nay:  None 
 
Tom Frost moved that Germaine Bennett be elected Vice President. The motion was seconded by Jeff 
Harvey and passed, and the vote taken resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey 
  Voting Nay:  None 
 
Mr. Young returned control of the meeting to the Board President, Lee Frey. 
 
The Board was presented with the Minutes of the Meeting of January 8, 2018. Commissioner Frey moved 
that the minutes be accepted into the records. 
 
Kevin Smith, Treasurer/Administrative Services Director, presented the Treasurer’s Report. Lee Frey 
moved, the funds having been certified as on hand and duly appropriated, that disbursements #75326-
#75439 for a total of $675,338.69 be approved. The motion was seconded by Germaine Bennett and the 
roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost 
  Voting Nay:  None 
  Voting to Abstain:  Harvey 
 
Kevin Smith presented the following resolution for approval.  
 

R-18-05 
RESOLUTION REQUESTING AUTHORIZATION  

TO MAKE TAX ADVANCE REQUESTS TO 
THE MAHONING COUNTY AUDITOR ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD  

AS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT 2018 
 
 



WHEREAS, per ORC 321.34, the Mahoning County Auditor has procedures available to request Real 
Property Tax Collection advances for Mill Creek MetroParks, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Treasurer of the MetroParks will request advances on the dates listed below: 

 February 23, 2018 (if sufficient taxes are collected) 

 March 2, 2018 

 March 9, 2018 

 March 16, 2018 

 March 23, 2018 (if settlement is not completed by this date) 
and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Park Commissioners of Mill Creek MetroParks authorizes the Treasurer to 
make this request, and authorizes the Treasurer to receive advances when funds are available 
throughout the calendar year, and  
 
WHEREAS, the Treasurer of the MetroParks will provide the Mahoning County Auditor a copy of this 
resolution by noon the Monday before the advance is scheduled.   
 
 
Lee Frey moved that the resolution be approved. The motion was seconded by Tom Frost and the roll 
being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey 
  Voting Nay:  None 
 
Lee Frey moved that the Seventh Amended and Restated Trust Agreement establishing The Mill Creek 
MetroParks Foundation be approved.  
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 
Tom Frost seconded the motion. Discussion ensued. Lee explained to the audience that the Foundation’s 
main functions are to oversee donations to the MetroParks, and to develop fundraisers. He thanked 
former Commissioner Shipka for the time they spent working on the Agreement together. After 
discussion, and the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 



  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey 
  Voting Nay:  None 
 
Justin Rogers, Planning Manager presented the following Bid Tabulations for Golf Course Maintenance 
Equipment. 
 

Mill Creek Golf Course – Golf Maintenance Equipment  
  
  BID OPENING:  
  

January 31, 2018  ESTIMATE:  $110,000.00  

      10% BID CAP:  $121,000.00  

  
  
  
  
Name of Bidder  

Total Amount   of 
Bid as Read at Bid 
Opening  

Total Amount of 
Bid After  

Tabulation  

    
Century Equipment  (Twinsburg, 
OH)  
  
  
 

    
$105,161.76    

    $105,161.76  
 

  
  

  
  
NOTES:  
  

1. One (1) bid was received, checked and tabulated.  The total amount of the bid was within the 
10% bid cap.  

2. No errors were found in the bid submitted.    

3. The low bidder at bid opening and after tabulation is Century Equipment.  

4. All required bonds, documents, forms and attachments were included with Century Equipment’s 
bid.    

5. Century Equipment is experienced in and capable of providing the equipment required in the 
specifications. The MetroParks has previously purchased equipment and materials from Century 
Equipment.  

  
RECOMMENDATIONS:  
  

1. It is recommended that Century Equipment be awarded the contract for the equipment bid 
project named “Mill Creek Golf Course – Golf Maintenance Equipment,” at the grand total amount 
bid of $105,161.76.  

 
 
Lee Frey moved the bid of Century Equipment be accepted. Jeff Harvey seconded the motion. After 
discussion, and the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey 
  Voting Nay:  None 
 
Carol Vigorito, Recreation and Education Director, presented the following special event requests for 
approval: 

 Mahoning County Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Association to hold their 24-

hour emergency communications exercise at the MetroParks Farm the weekend of June 23-

24.  



 Eye Run in the Sun to hold their 5k fundraiser on Sunday, July 29, 2018, on the MetroParks 

Bikeway. 

 
Lee Frey moved that the requests be approved. The motion was seconded by Germaine Bennett and the 
roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 

 
Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey 

  Voting Nay:  None 

 
Brian Tolnar, Golf Director, presented the following special event requests for approval: 

 Senator Joe Schiavoni Outing, Friday, May 4, 2018, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 The Till Open, Saturday, July 7, 2018, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 Vindicator’s Greatest Golfer of the Valley Tournament, Friday, August 17, 2018, from 7 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. 

 
Lee Frey moved that the requests be approved. The motion was seconded by Tom Frost. After 
discussion, and the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey 

  Voting Nay:  None 

 
Andrew Pratt, Gardens Director, presented the following special event request for approval: 
 

 Garden Forum Spring Membership meeting, permission to collect funds, April 21, 2018, at 

the Davis Center. 

 

Lee Frey moved that the request be approved. The motion was seconded by Germaine Bennett. After 
discussion, and the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey 

  Voting Nay:  None 

 

Executive Director’s Report 

1. MCMP’s Comprehensive Parks & Recreation Strategic Master Plan; Chapter 7-Implementation 

Plan and related Action Plan Summary submitted to the Board as a written plan of goals for 2018. 

Monthly director reports and APO’s are all correlated to the Master Plan. 

2. Congratulations to Brian Tolnar, Golf Director to being recognized by the PGA in becoming the 

136th Certified PGA Professional in the Country. Brian is now 1 of only 2 golf professionals 

certified in the State of Ohio for Player Development in the PGA of America. 

3. Thank you to Andrew Pratt for providing the in-house Hemlock Wooly Adelgid Training Course to 

various staff members. 

 
Ellen Speicher of the Horticulture Standing Committee reported that, in the spirit of cooperation, they 
have provided the Board with recommendations for in-house staff Arborist training. She thanked the 
Board for providing the recent staff training on the Hemlock Wooly Adelgid. The Board thanked Ellen for 
the report. 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director, announced that at the March 12, 2018, Board Meeting, there will be a 
presentation of the 2018 projects. 
 
Lee Frey spoke regarding the Seventh Amended and Restated Trust Agreement establishing the Mill 
Creek MetroParks Foundation. He explained that members will be from Mahoning County only, two 



members will be from the MetroParks Board of Park Commissioners, two members will be appointed by 
the Probate Judge, and three members will be appointed by the Board of Park Commissioners.  
 
Lee moved that the following three candidates be appointed to the MCMP Foundation Board: 
Ray Bria, Reid Schmutz, and Tom Sanborn, with staggered terms. (Bria’s term will expire on February 28, 
2019, Schmutz on February 29, 2020, and Sanborn on February 28, 2021). Germaine Bennett seconded 
the motion. Discussion ensued, regarding the qualifications of the three candidates. After discussion, and 
the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey 

  Voting Nay:  None 

 
Lee Frey stated that he would like to be one of the two MCMP Board of Park Commissioners on the 
MCMP Foundation Board. The decision for these two positions will be postponed until the next 
MetroParks Board Meeting. 
 
Tom Frost welcomed Jeff Harvey to the Board. He expressed that he was happy that the 7th Amended 
Agreement passed. He was impressed with the passion of the staff and community. He thanked the 
Horticulture Standing Committee for their suggestions. 
 
Germaine Bennett welcomed Jeff to the Board. She appreciates the rapport with the Horticulture Standing 
Committee. She thanked Andrew Pratt for the training on the Hemlock Wooly Adelgid. 
 
Lee Frey stated that if the audience needs clarification on a subject being discussed during the Board 
meeting, to feel free to speak up during the meeting.  
 
Public Comments – none 
 
Lee Frey announced that the next Regular Board Meeting has been scheduled for Monday, March 12, 
2018, at 6 p.m. at the MetroParks Farm.  
 
There being no further business, Lee Frey moved to adjourn the meeting. Tom Frost seconded the 
motion, and the vote taken resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey 

Voting Nay:  None 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 6:44 p.m. 

 


