
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF MILL CREEK 
METROPARKS HELD MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2020. 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of Mill Creek MetroParks was held on Monday, 
September 21, 2020. The Meeting was video recorded and broadcasted live via Facebook Live Video. 
 
The meeting opened at 6:00 p.m., with recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Roll Call was as follows:  
 
  Germaine Bennett;  Present  
  Lee Frey;   Present  
  Tom Frost,   Present 
  Jeff Harvey;   Present  
  Paul Olivier;  Present 
 
The Board was presented with the Minutes of the Meeting of August 10, 2020. Commissioner Frey 
accepted the minutes into the records as written. 
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer presented the Department Report for Finance and requested 
that disbursements #82923 - #83137 for a total of $675,123.02 be approved. Lee Frey moved, at the 
request of the Finance Director, the funds having been certified as on hand and duly appropriated, that 
disbursements #82923 - #83137 for a total of $675,123.02 be approved. The motion was seconded by 
Tom Frost, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer requested to increase appropriations to account 100-3720-5097 
– Farm and Outlying Areas Appropriations by $11,345.24.  The Farm Operations Department sold farmed 
grain for this amount and would like to spend the proceeds on farming equipment. Lee Frey moved, at the 
request of the Finance Director, to increase appropriations to account 100-3720-5097 – Farm and 
Outlying Areas Appropriations by $11,345.24 as requested.  The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey, 
after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer requested to increase appropriations to account 100-0520-5040 
– Land Management Materials by $1,459.85.  The Natural Resource Manager received this amount from 
the Mill Creek MetroParks Foundation for bird box replacement. Lee Frey moved, at the request of the 
Finance Director to increase appropriations to account 100-0520-5040 – Land Management Materials by 
$1,459.85 as requested.  The motion was seconded by Germaine Bennett, after discussion, the roll being 
called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer requested approval of Resolution R-20-05 accepting the 
amounts and rates as determined by the Budget Commission and authorizing the necessary tax levies 
and certifying them to the County Auditor.  Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Finance Director to 
Resolution R-20-05 accepting the amounts and rates as determined by the Budget Commission and 
authorizing the necessary tax levies and certifying them to the County Auditor as requested.  The motion 
was seconded by Paul Olivier, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted 
as follows: 
 



  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 

 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 



Aaron Young, Executive Director requested approval from the Board to waive all rental and profit sharing 
payments associated with Garden Café and Inspired Catering Lessee at the D.D. & Velma Davis 
Education and Visitors Center for the months of September through December  as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic.  Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Executive Director to waive all rental and profit 
sharing payments associated with Garden Café and Inspired Catering Lessee at the D.D. & Velma Davis 
Education and Visitors Center for the months of September through December as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic as requested. The motion was seconded by Tom Frost, after discussion, the roll being 
called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director provided an update on the East Newport Drive Slope Failure.  A copy of 
the East Newport Drive Slope Remediation Study/Report, dated August 26, 2020 as prepared by CT 
Consultants was available for review.  Estimated construction costs for repair range from approximately 
$374,400 to $436,800.  CT has been retained to prepare construction documents for the repairs.  Bidding 
& Construction is anticipated to take place in Spring 2021. 
 
Jim Willock, Chief of Police provided an update on the West Newport Drive Traffic Review.  Officers have 
recorded 168 vehicle speed tracking checks from 08-24-20 to 09-01-20 with an average speed of 22.5 
mph, with one vehicle being addressed with a speed that was 10 mph over the posted limit of 25 mph.  
The review is expected to continue through the month of September to fully evaluate whether an issue is 
present.  Use of an electronic speed device that displays speed may be appropriate.  Police to inquire if a 
unit can be borrowed from another Police Department. 
 
Jim Willock, Chief of Police presented and requested approval of the Ohio Community Law Enforcement 
Accreditation Collaborative  (OCLEAC) Policy Updates, dated September 2020.  A copy of the updates 
was provided.  Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Chief of Police to approve the Ohio Community Law 
Enforcement Accreditation Collaborative  (OCLEAC) Policy Updates, dated September 2020 as 
requested. The motion was seconded by Tom Frost, after discussion, the roll being called upon its 
adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 
 
Megan Millich, Human Resources Director presented the 2021 Healthcare Coverage Rates Summary as 
submitted by Oswald Companies.  Anthem provided healthcare coverage rates at a 4% annual increase 
over 2020.  Megan recommended that the healthcare coverage rates submitted by Anthem be approved 
for 2021.  Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Human Resources Director to approve the 2021 
Healthcare Coverage Rates as requested.  The motion was seconded by Germaine Bennett, after 
discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Justin Rogers, Planning & Operations Director presented the bids for the 2020 Drive Improvements 
Project which includes East Newport Drive from Shields Road to Kreider’s Entrance and Valley Drive from 
East Park Drive to the Suspension Bridge.  Justin recommended that Lindy Paving, Inc. the apparent low 
bidder be awarded the contract for the project at a grand total amount bid of $273,026.40. Lee Frey 
moved, at the request of the Planning & Operations Director to award the contract for the 2020 Drive 
Improvements Project to Lindy Paving, Inc. at a grand total amount bid of $273,026.40 as requested.  The 



motion was seconded by Paul Olivier, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote 
resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Justin Rogers, Planning & Operations Director provided an update to the Board on the Sanctuary 
Raccoon Survey.  The previously approved USDA removal program was conducted and the findings 
show it to have been successful.  Current numbers are within the USDA’s recommended carrying 
capacity for the property.  The recommendation is to not conduct any additional removal activities for the 
remainder of 2020.  Future removal efforts may be needed after the appropriate surveys. 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director provided a summary of the monthly deposit report on behalf of Chris 
Litton, Development Director.  The monthly deposit report for the period of 08-10-20 to 09-08-20 was 
$10,900. 
 
Commissioners Comments: 
 

• Germaine Bennett – Wasn’t aware that the Chief was leaving the MetroParks.  She wished him 
well.  Germaine also thanked the staff for their work. 
 

• Lee Frey – Thanked all present for their work and keeping the Board informed.  Lee wished good 
luck to Chief Willock as he moves on to another position outside of the MetroParks.  Lee 
requested that future communications by the Board to individuals regarding the issue on West 
Newport be directed to the Executive Director. 

 
• Tom Frost – Agreed with Lee’s comments.  Thanked staff for their work on the improvements 

within the Parks. 
 

• Jeff Harvey – Thanked the staff and wished the Chief well as he moves forward in his career. 
 

• Paul Olivier – Echoed the thanks for the staff. 
 
Public Comments to the Board: 
 

• None 
 
Lee announced that the next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 13, 2020, at 6 p.m., at the 
MetroParks Farm. 
 
Lee Frey moved at 6:39 p.m. to exit regular session and to go into Executive Session for the purpose of 
to consider the appointment, employment, discipline, or compensation of public employees. The motion 
was seconded by Tom Frost, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as 
follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Lee Frey moved at 7:47 p.m. to exit Executive Session and to go into Regular Session. The motion was 
seconded by Germaine Bennett, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted 
as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
 



There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
Presiding Officer     Secretary 


