
 

 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF MILL CREEK 
METROPARKS HELD MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2020. 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of Mill Creek MetroParks was held on Monday, 
December 14, 2020. The Meeting was video recorded and broadcasted live via Facebook Live Video. 
 
The meeting opened at 6:00 p.m., with recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Roll Call was as follows:  
 
  Germaine Bennett;  Present  
  Lee Frey;   Present  
  Tom Frost,   Present 
  Jeff Harvey;   Present  
  Paul Olivier;  Present 
 
The Board was presented with the Minutes of the Meeting of November 9, 2020. Commissioner Frey 
accepted the minutes into the records as written. 
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer presented the Department Report for Finance and requested 
that disbursements #83486 - #83698 for a total of $1,357,876.32 be approved. Lee Frey moved, at the 
request of the Finance Director, the funds having been certified as on hand and duly appropriated, that 
disbursements #83486 - #83698 for a total of $1,357,876.32 be approved. The motion was seconded by 
Germaine Bennett, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer requested to decrease appropriations to fund 100 – General 
Fund by $2,450,000.00.  This year end fund adjustment is needed to ensure that appropriations do not 
exceed the estimated resources and amount available to spend in the fund at the end of the year. Lee 
Frey moved, at the request of the Finance Director, to decrease appropriations to fund 100 – General 
Fund by $2,450,000.00 as requested.  The motion was seconded by Tom Frost, after discussion, the roll 
being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
   

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer requested to decrease appropriations to fund 701 – 
Replacement Reserve Fund by $4,450,000.00.  This year end fund adjustment is needed to ensure that 
appropriations do not exceed the estimated resources and amount available to spend in the fund at the 
end of the year. Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Finance Director, to decrease appropriations to 
fund 701 – Replacement Reserve Fund by $4,450,000.00 as requested.  The motion was seconded by 
Paul Olivier, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
   

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer requested to decrease appropriations to fund 809 – Ford Nature 
Center Redevelopment Fund by $100,000.00.  This year end fund adjustment is needed to ensure that 
appropriations do not exceed the estimated resources and amount available to spend in the fund at the 
end of the year. Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Finance Director, to decrease appropriations to 
fund 809 – Ford Nature Center Redevelopment Fund by $100,000.00 as requested.  The motion was 
seconded by Tom Frost, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as 
follows: 
   



 

 

Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer presented and requested approval of the 2021 Temporary 
Budget.  Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Finance Director, to approve the 2021 Temporary Budget 
as requested.  The motion was seconded by Tom Frost, after discussion, the roll being called upon its 
adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer presented the 2021 Chemical and Fertilizer Bids and requested 
approval to utilize the lowest and best bids from all three vendors.  Lee Frey moved, at the request of the 
Finance Director, to approve the 2021 Chemical and Fertilizer Bids as requested.  The motion was 
seconded by Paul Olivier, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as 
follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer presented the 2021 Fuel Bids and recommended that Reed Oil 
be approved as the fuel supplier.  Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Finance Director, to approve the 
Bid of Reed Oil as requested.  The motion was seconded by Germaine Bennett, after discussion, the roll 
being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Lee Frey, Board President moved to suspend the agenda to be able to allow Mark Wenick, President of 
the Mill Creek MetroParks Foundation to present the 2020 Foundation Report.  The motion was seconded 
by Germaine Bennett, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as 
follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Mark presented the following report: 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Mark summarized that the Foundation expects to have a full audit for 2020 after a review of controls by 
Hill, Barth & King (HBK).  The Board thanked Mark for the presentation and the Foundation for their work. 



 

 

Aaron Young, Executive Director presented and requested approval of Resolution R-20-07 Conditional 
Authorization and Direction to Proceed with the Re-Bidding and Constructing A New Outdoor Education  
Building with the Family Garden of Fellows Riverside Gardens.  This resolution was a requirement of 
FFRG for the $100,000 in funding support.  Lee Frey moved, at the request of the Executive Director to 
approve Resolution R-20-07 as requested. The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey, after discussion, 
the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
  

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director provided several updates on staff accomplishments.  Chris Bundy and 
Stephen Olesky obtained their Certified Playground Safety Inspector Licenses.  Stacie Butler was 
selected to represent the MetroParks on the National Women’s Golf Leader Platform by PGA Magazine.  
Brian Tolnar was named 2020 Northern Ohio PGA Section Merchandiser of the Year in the Public Golf 
Course Category.  Randy Campana secured three (3) mobile speed detection trailer units from other 
departments at no cost.  The Police Department also received provisional Ohio Collaborative Law 
Enforcement Agency Certification on the Safe Policing for Safe Communities Standards. 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director reported that the 2021 Board Schedule has been prepared with the 
meetings to continue to be held on the second Monday of the Month at 6:00 pm. 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director recommended that the current Rental Facility, Program and Events 
closures that are in effect be extended until April 12, 2021.  The motion was seconded by Germaine 
Bennet, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Frost, Harvey, Olivier 



 

 

  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Commissioners Comments: 
 

• Germaine Bennett – Requested an electronic copy of the Executive Director Review Form. 
Germaine identified that there are no term limits on Board President and thanked Lee for his 
work.  Germaine thanked all for their work and is impressed with the projects being done in the 
Parks.  Germaine thanked Aaron for his leadership role in pushing staff to get their professional 
certifications.  She wished all a Happy Holiday 
 

• Lee Frey – Provided the Board with an evaluation form of the Executive Director to complete and 
return.  He is welcoming any edits or changes to the evaluation to be discussed in January.  Lee 
also identified that a review of the By-laws is required to be done in 2021.  Lee would also like to 
go over the second five year capital improvements plan at some time in 2021.  Lee ended by 
thanking all for their work in 2020. 

 
• Tom Frost – Received a phone call compliment on the new signage for the Parks roads.  Was 

please with the Foundation report and wished all a Happy Holiday. 
 

• Jeff Harvey – Thanked the staff for their work.  Reported that the Big Sit came in Fifth in the 
World! 

 
• Paul Olivier – Echoed the comments of the other Board members.  He thinks we made great 

progress and thanked all for their work. 
 

 
Public Comments to the Board: 
 

• None 
 
Lee announced that the next meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 11, 2020, at 6 p.m., at the 
MetroParks Farm. 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
Presiding Officer     Secretary 


