
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF MILL CREEK 
METROPARKS HELD MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2023. 

 
A Regular Meeting of the Board of Park Commissioners of Mill Creek MetroParks was held on Monday, 
January 9, 2023.  
 
The meeting opened at 6:00 p.m., with recitation of The Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Lee Frey, Board President welcomed staff and guests.   
 
Roll Call was as follows:  
 
  Germaine Bennett;  Present 
  Lee Frey;   Present  
  Tom Frost,   Absent 
  Jeff Harvey;   Present  
  Paul Olivier;  Present 
 
The Board was presented with the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 12, 2022.  Lee Frey 
accepted the minutes into the record as written.   
 
Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer presented the Department Report for Finance and requested 
that disbursements #88755 - #88922 for a total of $1,245,010.06 be approved. Lee Frey moved, at the 
request of the Finance Director, the funds having been certified as on hand and duly appropriated, that 
disbursements #88755 - #88922 for a total of $1,245,010.06. The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey 
after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Nick Morchak, Staff Accountant presented the Quarterly Credit Card Report.  No Board action was 
needed. 
 
Lee Frey moved to exit regular session at 6:03 pm and go into executive session for the purpose of to 
consider the appointment, employment, discipline, or compensation of public employees.  The motion 
was seconded by Germaine Bennett after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote 
resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Lee Frey moved to exit executive session at 6:45 pm and return to regular session.  The motion was 
seconded by Germaine Bennett after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted 
as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director provided an update on the Mill Creek MetroParks Foundation’s review 
of their organizational status.  The Foundation is currently considering recommending to the Board that it 
consider a change from a Trust Agreement to an Incorporated Non-Profit.  This change will make it easier 
for the MetroParks to conduct fundraising activities on a broader scale. 
 
Lee Frey, President moved, at the recommendation of the MetroParks Foundation, to appoint Jamie B. 
Dietz to the MetroParks Foundation Board for a three-year term beginning March 1, 2023. The motion 



was seconded by Jeff Harvey after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as 
follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Megan Hanley, HR & Administrative Services Director recommended the appointment of Ryan Jackson to 
the MetroParks Natural Resource Citizens Advisory Committee.   Lee Frey moved, at the request of the 
HR & Administrative Services Director, that Ryan Jackson be appointed to the MetroParks Natural 
Resource Citizens Advisory Committee. The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier after discussion, the 
roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Megan Hanley, HR & Administrative Services Director presented the 2023 Employee Pass for approval.   
Lee Frey moved, at the request of the HR & Administrative Services Director, that the 2023 Employee 
Pass be approved. The motion was seconded by Germaine Bennett after discussion, the roll being called 
upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Aaron Young, Executive Director presented Resolution R-23-01 Acknowledgement of Grants, Donations 
& Trusts for the period of October 1, 2022 to December 31, 2022 for approval. Lee Frey moved, at the 
request of the Executive Director, to approve Resolution R-23-01 Acknowledgement of Grants, Donations 
& Trusts for the period of October 1, 2022 to December 31, 2022.  The motion was seconded by Paul 
Olivier after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Harvey, Olivier   

Voting Nay:   None 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Randy Campana, Police Chief presented the law enforcement assistance fund account activity summary. 
The fund is a component of the 2023 Permanent Budget.  The total balance is currently at $19,111.50.  
No Board action was needed. 
 
Justin Rogers, Planning & Operations Director gave a presentation on the proposed 2023 Capital 
Improvement Projects.  All projects are currently included for in the 2023 Annual Budget. 
  
 
 
 
 
  



Kevin Smith, Finance Director/Treasurer presented and requested approval of the proposed 2023 
Permanent Budget. Paul Olivier requested that the proposed 2023 Permanent Budget be amended to 
include an additional three (3%) merit increase for the Executive Director.  Lee Frey moved, that the 2023 
Permanent Budget be approved as amended. The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey after discussion, 
the roll being called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 

 
 
Brian Tolnar, PGA Director of Golf & Recreation presented and requested approval of the following 
special events;  

1. Greatest Golfer of the Valley 2023 on 08-11-23 @ North & South Course.  
2. Chaney Alumni Outing on 08-19-23 @ North & South Course 

Aaron Young, Executive Director supplemented the request with the following additional special events: 
3. Glacier Sports Night at the Races on 02-25-23 @ Fellows Riverside Gardens 
4. Boardman High School Softball Night at the Races on 03-25-23 @ McMahon Hall 

Lee Frey moved, at the request of the PGA Director of Golf & Recreation and the Executive Director, that 
the special events be approved. The motion was seconded by Paul Olivier after discussion, the roll being 
called upon its adoption, the vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 
 
Chris Litton, Development Director presented the MetroParks Foundation deposit report for the period of 
December 1-31, 2022 at a total of $4,899.55.   Lee Frey moved at the request of the Director of 
Development to accept the deposit report for the period of December 1-31, 2022 at a total of $4,899.55. 
The motion was seconded by Jeff Harvey, after discussion, the roll being called upon its adoption, the 
vote resulted as follows: 
 
  Voting Aye:  Bennett, Frey, Harvey, Olivier 
  Voting Nay:   None 



 
Public Comments to the Board: (see sign-in sheet) 

• None 
 
Commissioners Comments: 

• Lee shared that the committee structure will be reviewed in February. 
• Jaime Yohman, Community Engagement Director introduced Cindy Fernback, Education 

Manager for MCMP. 
• Paul noted that today was National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day and he acknowledged 

Chief Campana. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 13, 2023, at 6:00 p.m., in McMahon Hall at the 
MetroParks Farm. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at approximately 7:21 p.m. 
 
 
             
Presiding Officer     Secretary 


