
 

Division of Wildlife  •  2045 Morse Rd  •  Columbus, OH 43229  •  wildlife.ohiodnr.gov  

 

Special Conditions Letter for Deer Damage Control Permit #18048 
 
September 20, 2023 
 
Nick Derico 
Mill Creek Metroparks 
7574 Columbiana Canfield Rd.  
Canfield, Ohio 44406 
 
Dear Mr. Derico, 
 
     Your request for a deer damage control permit to conduct a white-tailed deer population 
management program within the Mill Creek Metroparks in Mahoning County has been received 
and thoroughly reviewed in accordance with the requirements of Ohio Administrative Code 
1501:31-15-08 and Ohio’s Deer Damage Procedure (Procedure 58).  Your proposal request 
focusing on vegetative analysis within the park creates a baseline assessment for working towards 
vegetative management goals within the park.  In addition to the vegetative analysis in  your 
request, the multiple site visits and continued conversations about deer management within your 
parks have helped justify the need for the use of a Deer Damage Control Permit (DDCP) to assist in 
managing the deer population within the Mill Creek Metroparks.   
     The Division of Wildlife issues DDCP’s to address situations where the use of hunting has not 
or cannot adequately address identified issues.  The Division of Wildlife appreciates that the park 
district has begun utilizing hunting in several of their park properties and encourages the park 
district to continue to evaluate the use of hunting on all of its properties and to utilize it where it is 
practical. 
     Because this is the first year for utilizing targeted deer removal in Mill Creek Metroparks, I have 
approved you for the 30 deer requested as we both evaluate the use of targeted deer removal as a 
management technique in Mill Creek Metropark.  As is afforded to all targeted deer removal 
programs, the park district reserves the right to request an increase in the number of deer if those 30 
deer are close to being fulfilled as long as justifications are submitted for the increase.     
      
Please be aware of the following additional stipulations of the permit: 
 
1. Due to a research project in South Euclid, any ear tagged deer or deer with a collar that is 

shot, or observed, should be reported to Geoff Westerfield within 24 hours of it being shot 
or observed. 
 

2. Technical direction and assistance by Ohio Division of Wildlife personnel may be 
periodically given during the implementation of the permit. 
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3. No more than 20% of the total deer harvested under this permit may be antlered deer.  Any 
antlers from deer shot must be removed and must be destroyed, or disposed of by landfill, 
by the staff of the person this permit was issued to or a contractor operating under this 
permit. No antlers taken under authority of this permit may be possessed by anyone other 
than that until they are destroyed or disposed of, and no one thereafter. 
 

4. A final written report detailing the results of the deer reduction effort must be provided to 
Geoff Westerfield by email no later May 1st of the year the permit expires using the supplied 
template from the Division of Wildlife.  The report shall include at least the following:  

a. Results for any disease testing (ex. CWD) done on any of the deer shot.  
b. Summary of sex (male or female) and age (<1 year, 1 year, 2-3 year old, and 4+ old) 

for all deer shot.  The Division of Wildlife can provide information about how to age 
deer if requested. 

c. Total pounds of meat donated and which donation facility accepted the deer meat. 
d. For any deer not donated to a facility, a list of who was receipted each of the deer. 

 
5. Prior to a deer leaving city limits, each deer must have a tag with this permit number on it.  

This tag must remain on the deer until it reaches a processing facility or is given to 
someone.  
 

6. Deer shot may not use funds from a hunter donation program (ex. FHFH, Sportsmen 
Against Hunter, etc.) to cover costs for any part of your deer management program, 
however hunter donation programs may be utilized to facilitate the donation of the deer 
and/or deer meat. 
 

7. There is no restriction on the hours when deer may be shot.  In addition, deer may be shot 
during any open deer hunting season. 
 

8. Any deer shot as part of this permit must be reported within 3 business days of the deer 
being shot using the online system described within the permit.  When reporting each deer, 
the first name of the shooter should be who shot the deer (ex. USDA, PD, contractor name, 
etc.) and the last name should reference the location where it was shot (ex. Water 
Treatment, Smith Rd, park name, unit name, etc.). 

 
     It should be noted that white-tailed deer populations are regulated by the Division of Wildlife 
across the state using harvest management and if not controlled the populations can exceed both the 
sociological and biological carrying capacities.  For this reason, the Division of Wildlife supports 
programs like this one which strive to balance the number of deer to the available habitat while also 
assisting residents with management for sociological goals.   
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Sincerely,  

 
Geoff Westerfield 
Assistant Wildlife Management Supervisor 
 
cc:  Tom Frank, Mahoning County Wildlife Officer 
       Scott Peters, Wildlife Management Supervisor 
       Scott Angelo, District Manager 
       John Paul Seman, USDA-Wildlife Services  
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